
What is Sharia? Contributed by EditorWednesday, 09 August 2006Last Updated Monday, 28 August 2006The Arabic word &lsquo;Shariah&rsquo; literally means &lsquo;the path to a watering hole&rsquo;. It  refers to traditional Islamic law which comes from a variety of sources, and was fixed around the tenth century. These sources include the Qur&rsquo;an (the Holy Koran), and Hadith and Sunna (collections of deeds and words from the prophet Muhammad)For Muslims, Shariah law is not just a system of criminal justice but more a way of life. Rather like the Four Noble Truths offer a moral system for Buddhists or the Bible for Christians, Shariah is a religious benchmark for living that most Muslims follow as a matter of principle. It covers religious rituals, and many aspects of political, social and domestic life.  Most Muslim countries are legally secular but some, like Saudi Arabia, claim to live under pure Shariah law. Other countries only adopt elements of it into areas such as contract law and finance. In finance, Shariah rulings reflect the desire to avoid exploitation in all business transactions and prohibit the accumulation of wealth through unjust activities.   
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